Technical aids for daily activities: a regional survey of 204 disabled children.
Home-care of even severely disabled children is strongly favoured today. However, the role of technical aids for daily activities has not been emphasised in the assessment of the needs of families with disabled children. This study evaluated the extent of help needed for daily living among 204 disabled children and the uses and role of and need for technical aids for eating, dressing, toileting and bathing. The children needed much help. Severely disabled children and their parents benefited most from the use of aids. The structured interview unexpectedly revealed many problems, including a considerable need for extra aids for dressing, bathing and toileting. The parents were ready to accept technical aids, but needed more information on their possibilities, benefits and therapeutic aspects. The authors conclude that the need for technical aids for daily activities is not readily recognised during outpatient or hospital visits.